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currently guaranteed by the Constitution. Sgweneed far more

than what is being given to this bill, even through our
di scussion on the floor.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time. The Chair is pleased to note that under

t he south bal cony we have a special guest itp ys, St ephani e
Cra.ndall Seng, a for mer page for this body, d her sband,
Chris Seng and their special guest, Nr. Siradou ggh rom |nea

Vest Africa. Would you folks please stand. Thank you, we're

pleased to have you. The Chai r recognizes senator
Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you Nr. Speaker, menbers of the

body. | wanted to say a couple things on this issue, and |
appreC|ated Senator Wehr bein's coment s, because he
said...stated some things inaway that imtate some

feellngs that 1' ve been going through in ny deliberation of the
_b _I _ I guess ny coments are ppre for the judiciary, the
judicial branch of our particular system. and | want themto

make sure that they are very clear in what they gre trying to
do And | say that because sonetines there are opportunities to
make changes in an approach in order to achieve the long-term
oblective . And | believe the long-termobjective is to [(gljeve
the SuprenmeCourt of a very overburdened docket, <ii|| mintain
an appellate system for the people of Nebraska, 5nq also still

try to maintain the inmportant cases,yhether they be for large

i ndividuals, inportant individuals, g nimportant Vi uals
the i mportant cases to be heard in the best way posmglI g
SUprelTe Court. But | have SO(TE severe Persona| doubts that if
the body keeps in the portions that take the rights out of t he
Constitution and put it into statute, gnd | have no il 1l usions
that that is exactly what this body will do jf [ Senator
Kristensen and others say that that is what they want do |
believe it ~will happen. nypoint is | would think it would be
so easy to bring this whole ‘issue down to its most common

denomi nator when you go to the public and ask the public, do you
want your rights taken out of the Constitution and put in a

statute t hat could be Changed at any ti me by any state
Legl sl ature when a new fad ariSes? And | bri ng to you the issue

of Initiative 300. [Initiative 300, Senator Baack, if | renenber
right, and others, came before and they said, Iisten, what we
want to do is take that out of the Constitution and pu it in
the statute. And Nebr askans overwhel mi ngly, gt that poi nt,

said, no, don't do that. If you put it in the statute, it nakes
it easier to take it away. And|l put to you that when this
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